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Results: During 2009 and 2010, 500 children were studied. The
edian age of the children was 2.7 years (range 1 month-16 years;
QR 1.0-8.0) and the median duration of illness prior to admission
as 3 days (range 0-30 days; IQR 2-6). There were 83 (16.6%) chil-
ren with a clinical admission diagnosis of suspected TF and 44
8.8%)with a discharge diagnosis of TF: 31 laboratory conﬁrmed (10
ositive BC and PCR; 13 positive BC andnegative PCR; 8 negative BC
nd positive PCR) and 13 on clinical assessment alone. The sensitiv-
ty of the RDT at ≥2+ when compared to a positive BC and/or PCR
as 19/31 (61.3%, 95%CI 42.2-78.2) with a speciﬁcity of 454/469
96.8%, 95%CI 94.8-98.2). The sensitivity of the RDT at 2+ or more
ompared to a discharge diagnosis of TF was 24/44 (54.5%, 95%CI
8.8-69.6) with a speciﬁcity of 446/456 (97.8%, 95%CI 96.0-98.9).
sing the model to estimate the data assuming only that BC was
00% speciﬁc and that BC and PCR were correlated, the RDT sensi-
ivitywas estimated at 80.1% (95% credible values 61.7-92.4%)with
speciﬁcity estimate of 98.0% (95% credible values 96.0-99.6%).
Conclusion:UsingaBayesianmodellingapproach, that assumes
n imperfect gold standard, the RDT had a sensitivity of 80% and
peciﬁcity of 98%. Further studies of this Typhoid IgM Flow assay
n other settings are needed.
ttp://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijid.2012.05.539
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Background: Recent Rift Valley Fever and Dengue outbreaks
nd the detection of arboviruses in vectors point to the real threat
f arboviral disease in Kenya. Current methods for identifying and
solating these viruses include tissue culture, EIAs or conventional
CR. These methods are limited by difﬁculty in identifying novel or
ultiple infections, time to diagnosis, assay reliability and repro-
ucibility and theavailability andcost of stocking reagents for these
are and episodic diseases. In this study we evaluated whether the
vagreen© dye for real-time PCR and automated cell monitoring
ystems could address these challenges.
Methods: Chikungunya virus was inoculated into Vero cells
nd monitored for cytopathic effects (CPE) daily using standard
icroscopy or in real-time using the xCELLigence® system which
etects changes in electrode impedence caused by adherent cells.
everse-transcribed viral RNA was detected by conventional PCR
r by quantitative real-time PCR with Evagreen® dye. A virus neu-
ralization test for Chikungunya using sero-positive human serum
asperformedusing standardplaque assays and the xCELLigence®
ystem. The ﬁnancial and time investments, quality and reliability
f results were determined for each method.Results: Viral cultures monitored by microscopy required ∼ 40
inutesof staff timedailywithCPEdetectedatday3andconﬁrmed
y a second 3-day passage. On xCELLigence®, CPE was detected
y 40hrs with a signature proliferation proﬁle that could be dis-fectious Diseases 16S (2012) e317–e473 e401
tinguished from cellular anomalies and other virus proﬁles and
required ∼5 minutes of staff time daily to monitor. The alternate
methods for virus neutralization and antigen detection gave more
consistent and reliable results compared to the conventional assays
and reduced personnel times by ∼50%, assay times by ∼ 2X, and
minimized reagent use signiﬁcantly by capturing real-time data
electronically.
Conclusion: The xCELLigence® system and real-time PCR using
Evagreen® dye adopted for the detection and quantiﬁcation of
viruses and diagnosis of arboviral infections delivered signiﬁcant
gains in timeliness of reporting, quality and quantity of data out-
puts. In spite of high initial costs, the long-term savings on reagents
and human resource are ideal for resource-limited laboratories to
achieve sustainable and quality arbovirus diagnostic and research
outputs.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijid.2012.05.540
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Development of a quantitative pan – pLDH ELISA for the diag-
nosis of low parasitaemia malaria
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Background:Accurate and timely diagnosis ofmalaria infection
is the key to effective treatment, particularly against a back-
ground of rising drug resistance. In recent years lateral ﬂow rapid
tests (RDT’s) have increasingly been used to supplement tradi-
tional microscopy and have achieved widespread acceptance due
to their ease of use, accuracy, and speed of diagnosis. Howeverwith
increased usage has come a greater awareness of their limitations.
RDT’s targeted against the parasite enzymes lactate dehydrogenase
(pLDH) and aldolase have poor sensitivity for parasitaemia levels
below 100 parasites/l while the popular histidine-rich protein
(HRP2) assays lack correlation with live parasite numbers and may
miss cases where the HRP2 gene has been deleted.
Methods: The assay essentially involved addition of blood sam-
ples in different dilutions followed with overlaying of conjugate
into the reactant wells. It required an incubation of one hour. After
washing, chromogen substrate is added into thewells and thebind-
ing of pLDH is visualized by the appearance of colour in 15 min
interval.
Results: We report here the development of a quantitative pan-
pLDH ELISA which reliably detects low levels of parasites in the
bloodof patients infectedwith themajor humanmalarial species(P.
falciparum 5-10 parasites/l of blood,P. vivax 40-60parasites/l of
blood,P. ovale 30 parasites/l of blood sample).
Conclusion: Availability of a sensitive, high-throughput pan-
species malarial assay may prove useful in different settings such
as surveillance, blood banking, mapping the spread of malaria in
meso- andhypo-endemic areas, aswell as inmore traditional direct
diagnosis and treatment monitoring.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijid.2012.05.541
